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It is interesting to notice how great men come
up again and again to be written about, genera/
tion after generation, and then suddenly seem to
lose their interest. The truth is that at first they
are being classed and their gift to mankind is be'
ing assimilated. They can only be judged by their
peers, consequently their valuation takes time in
exact proportion to their greatness. Shakespeare
seemed of little interest to the first generations
that succeeded him: to Pepys he appeared uninv
portant, but towards the end of the eighteenth
century some of his peers happened to be born,
notably Goethe in Germany and Coleridge in
England, and at once he became a center of iiv
terest, every fact about him was collected, every
thedry eagerly canvassed. The last half of the
nineteenth century was more his true mother'age
than the last half of the sixteenth: the Hamlet-
problems, thanks to Darwinism, had become the
problems of the hour and Shakespeare had to be
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